








Academic Rigour

Academic rigour is central to our curriculum.
Students are challenged by a curriculum that expects them to go deeper
and beyond the National Curriculum. Subjects we offer are rigorous

academic disciplines providing powerful knowledge and cultural capital for
all students regardless of background.

Pupils also said they
appreciate the challenge they
experience in lessons.
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Student-centred

Our student-centred curriculum seeks to meet the
needs of our diverse community.

This is about knowing, valuing and supporting our students as unique
learners. For example, this is reflected in the support programme for
students’ options choices at KS4 and KS5.

Leadership and individual development opportunities are offered
throughout the school as we seek to support our students to develop
into compassionate, resilient and responsible young people. There are
opportunities to help younger students with their learning as mentors
and Aspire Champions and to get involved in music, drama and sporting
activities both as participants and leaders.

Our Senior Student Leadership Team act as role models for younger

students and we are proud of the spirit of collaboration and care which
characterise our school community.

Parents are very positive
about the school.
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Holistic Education

Co-curricular activities are integral to a holistic
education.

After school, English Martyrs’ buzzes with activity, allowing students to
be creative, perform, play sport and be active. We also provide extensive
development pathways through aesthetic, creative, social, linguistic and
literary, mathematical, sporting, scientific, spiritual and technological
activities, as well as trips and residential experiences.

We understand that engagement in the Performing Arts helps students to
develop self-confidence — so important in all spheres of life. To this end,
everyone studies Art, Dance, Drama and Music. The school has a very
active musical life and students are encouraged to join our Choir, the Schola
Cantorum (Chamber Choir), the Orchestra and other ensembles which
give several concerts every year and lead music for the school liturgies.

Our rich and varied sporting life allows students to play a number of team
sports such as badminton, basketball, boys” and girls’ football, dodgeball,
hockey, cricket, netball, rounders, rugby and table tennis. Every student has
a weekly Physical Education lesson, and additionally, through the options
programme, some students take Sports Studies in Key Stage 4 and in the
Sixth Form.

The Houses of the school compete against each other in a number of
different sports, culminating in Sports Day, held each year in July at the
Saffron Lane Stadium. Teams and individuals from English Martyrs’ regularly
take part in sporting competitions at regional and national level, frequently
with great success.

The school is a cohesive and
inclusive community in which
pupils are respecttful of each
other. They are polite, courteous
and conduct themselves around
the school with maturity.
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