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Time Markers When?

hier yesterday

hier matin yesterday morning

Time Markers Frequency/Other hier après-midi yesterday afternoon

toujours always hier soir yesterday evening

tous les jours every day la semaine dernière last week

tous les soirs every night le weekend dernier last weekend

Connectives/Other tous les weekends every weekend l’année dernière last year

et and tous les semaines every week il y a deux semaines two weeks ago

aussi/en plus also/in addition tous les mois every month il y a dix jours ten days ago

mais but tous les ans every year

comme as/like deux fois par semaine two times per week aujourd’hui today

cependent/tandis que however/yet le samedi on Saturdays ce matin this morning

par contre/en revanche on the other hand souvent often cet après-midi this afternoon

avec/sans with/without quelque fois/des fois sometimes ce soir this evening

car/parce que because de temps en temps from time to time cette semaine this week

puisque/vu que because rarement rarely ce weekend this weekend

ou or regulièrement regularly cette année this year

même si even if normalement normally

alors/donc so/therefore bientôt/tôt/tard soon/early/late demain tomorrow

si/sinon if/if not à partir de from (a time/date) demain matin tomorrow morning

pendant during/while demain après-midi tomorrow afternoon

lorsque whilst/during which Quantifiers How much? demain soir tomorrow evening

en train de in the process of un petit peu a little bit la semaine prochaine last week

depuis since un peu a bit le weekend prochain last weekend

au lieu de instead of assez/plutôt quite/rather l’année prochaine last year

grâce à thanks to très very dans deux semaines in two weeks

bien que although extrêmement extremely dans dix jours in ten days

chez at the home of incroyablement incredibly

pour in order to vraiment really Time Markers What Order?

pour/contre for/against vachement really really (tout) d'abord firstly/first of all

sauf except surtout overall/mostly/in particular puis then

autre other trop too ensuite next

par  by pas mal de quite a few avant/après before/after

peut-être maybe/perhaps à peu près about/ish finalement/enfin finally
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Articles and Prepositions Questions

m f pl v qui who

the le le les l' que/quoi what

a un une quand when

some/of/from du de la des de l' où where

in/to (country) en au aux à l' quel* which

at/to (place) au à la aux à l' pourquoi why

in/to (name of town) comment how

combien how much/many

Possessive Adjectives Prepositions Where? ce qui/ce que what/that which

m f pl v sur/sous on/under est-ce que is it that

1st person my mon ma mes mon dans/dedans in/inside qu'est-ce que what is it that

2nd person your ton ta tes ton par terre on the floor

3rd person his son sa ses son devant/derrière in front of/behind Negatives

3rd person her son sa ses son entre between ne __ pas not/don't

3rd person its son sa ses son en face de facing/opposite ne __ plus not anymore

1st person our notre notre nos à côté de next to ne __ jamais never

2nd person your votre votre vos près/loin de near to/far from ne __ personne no-one/anyone

3rd person their leur leur leurs à droite/gauche de on the right/left of ne __ rien nothing

à l'intérieur inside ne __ que only

à l'extérieur/dehors outside ne __ aucun(e) not any/none

Pronouns en bas/en haut upstairs/downstairs ne __ guère hardly

subject object emphatic reflexive partout everywhere (moi) non plus me neither

1st person je me moi me vers towards/ish pas encore not yet

2nd person tu te toi te ni… ni… neither… nor…

3rd person il le lui se

3rd person elle la elle se Demonstrative and Interrogative Adjectives

3rd person on nous se m f m plural f plural

1st person nous nous nous nous which* quel quelle quels quelles

2nd person vous vous vous vous this/these ce(t)** cette ces ces

3rd person ils les eux se this one/these ones celui-ci celle-ci ceux-ci celles-ci

3rd person elles les elles se that one/those ones celui-là celle-là ceux-là celles-là

**use the (t) if the next word begins with a vowel
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Simple Opinions

j'adore I love

j'aime I like

je préfère I prefer Reasons with it/that Opinions with Tenses

je n'aime pas I don't like car j'aime ça because I like it/that (informal) c'était/ce n'était pas it was/it wasn't

je déteste I hate car j'aime cela because I like it/that (formal/informal) c'est/ce n'est pas it is/it isn't

car c'est ce que j'aime because I like it/that (formal) ce sera/ce ne sera pas it will be/it won't be

Phrasal Opinions ce serait/ce ne serait pas it would be/it wouldn't be

à mon avis in my opinion Sophisticated Phrasal Opinions

je pense que I think that je dois admettre que I must admit that

je crois que I believe that je dois dire que I must say that

je trouve que I find that je dois avouer que I must confess that Comparatives and Superlatives

je sais que I know that je dois constater que I must state that plus __ que more __ than

on dirait que one could say that ce qui m'énerve, c'est what annoys me is moins __ que less __ than

on peut dire que one can say that ce qui m'ennuie, c'est what bothers me is aussi ___ que as __ as

selon… according to… ce qui m'inquiète, c'est what worries me is meilleur better

on me dit que they tell me that ce que j'adore, c'est what I love is pire worse

il me semble que it seems to me that ce que j'aime le plus, c'est what I like the most is le plus __ the most __

pour moi for me ce que j'aime le moins, c'est what I like the least is le moins __ the least __

franchement frankly le meilleur pour moi, c'est the best for me is le meilleur the best

hônnetement honestly le pire pour moi, c'est the worst for me is le pire the worst
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Meaning Infinitive Past Present Future

English Verb French Verb Happened Now Going to

1 to have avoir j'ai eu j'ai je vais avoir

2 to be être j'ai été je suis je vais être

3 to do faire j'ai fait je fais je vais faire

4 to eat manger j'ai mangé je mange je vais manger

5 to buy acheter j'ai acheté j'achète je vais acheter

6 to play jouer j'ai joué je joue je vais jouer

7 to watch regarder j'ai regardé je regarde je vais regarder

8 to meet rencontrer j'ai rencontré je rencontre je vais rencontrer

9 to visit visiter j'ai visité je visite je vais visiter

10 to listen écouter j'ai écouté j'écoute je vais écouter

11 to spend time passer j'ai passé je passe je vais passer

12 to think penser j'ai pensé je pense je vais penser

13 to work travailler j'ai travaillé je travaille je vais travailler

14 to travel voyager j'ai voyagé je voyage je vais voyager

15 to telephone téléphoner j'ai téléphoné je téléphone je vais téléphoner

16 to reserve réserver j'ai reservé je réserve je vais réserver

17 to study étudier j'ai étudié j'étudie je vais étudier

18 to find trouver j'ai trouvé je trouve je vais trouver

19 to speak parler j'ai parlé je parle je vais parler

20 to look for chercher j'ai cherché je cherche je vais chercher

21 to sleep dormir j'ai dormi je dors je vais dormir

22 to finish finir j'ai fini je finis je vais finir

23 to sell vendre j'ai vendu je vends je vais vendre RE verbs

24 to drink boire j'ai bu je bois je vais boire

25 to read lire j'ai lu je lis je vais lire

26 to see voir j'ai vu je vois je vais voir

27 to take prendre j'ai pris je prends je vais prendre

28 to write écrire j'ai écrit j'écris je vais écrire

29 to go aller je suis allé(e ) je vais je vais aller

30 to stay rester je suis resté(e ) je reste je vais rester

31 to leave partir je suis parti(e ) je pars je vais partir

32 to arrive arriver je suis arrivé(e ) j'arrive je vais arriver

33 to go out sortir je suis sorti(e ) je sors je vais sortir

34 to go back rentrer je suis rentré(e ) je rentre je vais rentrer

MRS VAN-

DERTRAMP 

verbs

Rules

Common 

irregular 

verbs

ER verbs

IR verbs

OIR verbs

Irregular RE 

verbs

34 Verbs in Three Tenses
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French English Information

É accent aigu accent acute sounds like ay

À È Ù accent grave accent grave can change the
word’s sound or 
meaning

Â Ê Î Ô Û accent 
circonflexe

accent 
circumflex

used to have an 
s after the
letter

Ä  Ë  Ï  Ö  Ü tréma diaresis makes you 
pronounce two 
vowels 
separately

Ç cédille cedilla turns k sound 
into s sound

- trais d’union hyphen joins two words 
together

‘ apostrophe apostrophe join’s one word 
together

, virgule comma separates two 
clauses

A guide to French accents
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English French What is it for?

Present Present Présent What is happening or usually 
happens

Past Perfect Passé Composé What happened or has happened

Imperfect Imparfait What was happening or used to 
happen

Pluperfect Plusqueparfait What had happened

Future Near Future Futur Proche What is going to happen

Simple Future Future Simple What will happen

Conditional* Conditionnel What would happen

Subjunctive* Subjonctif What could/should/might happen

Conjugation clues:

I Je verbs usually end in e or s

You Tu verbs always end in es

He/She/One Il/elle/on verbs usually end in e or t

We Nous verbs always end in ons

You (formal/pl) Vous verbs always end in ez

They Ils/elles verbs always end in nt

Y9-11 Tenses and Verb Conjugations
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What to do when your book has been marked

• When your book has been
marked, your teacher may
use these codes to tell
you what kind of errors
need correcting:

• Sometimes, your teacher
might just use a
highlighter

• e.g. Green = Good,
Orange – Fix it!

• When you write a longer
text, you might find this
stamp. It will tell you
what went well (WWW)
and even better if (EBI)

Spelling Word Order

(Complex) 

Opinions

(Complex) 

Reasons

Connectives Accents

Time            

Phrases

Punctuation/ 

Capitals

Gender Tenses

Plurals Negative Phrases

WWW:

EBI:

SP Spelling

WO Word Order

A Accents

G Gender (Plurals)

O Opinions

V Verb Forms

T Time Frames

RV Relevant Vocabulary

M Time Markers

I Intensifiers

C Connectives

** Star Phrases
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www.ActiveLearn.com
This is the website for the Studio textbooks.

You have your own Login details:
Username: EMSFirstnameLastname (e.g. EMSBobSmith)
Password: Year 9 Password is Password2019

Year 10 Password is Password 2018
Year 11 Password is Password 2017

• The first time you log in, you will be asked dome security questions.  You can answer 
them or choose to ignore them.

• You can revise on ActiveLearn by clicking on Exercises.  This will give you lots of 
revision activities for Vocab, Reading, Listening and Grammar.

• If your teacher has set you homework on ActiveLearn, click on Tasks.  You will find 
your homework activities there.

• If you click on Library you can also access the Higher and Foundation textbooks

www.Quizlet.com
This website is for revising your weekly vocab for vocab tests in class.
You do not need to register or log in.
• In the search box look up jayjono
• Click on jayjono next to the zebra
• Click on Classes
• Click Sort and select Alphabetical
• Click on EMS Year 10 or EMS Year 11
There are lots of games and activities to help you to learn your vocab.

www.Memrise.com
This is a website you will need to register for if you choose to use it.  You can use your 
school email address and make up your own password.
• Click on Courses
• Click on French
• Search for JH Studio AQA GCSE French (there is an EMS logo)

Other Useful Websites:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
Excellent website provided by the BBC, organized by skill (eg Reading or Listening) and then by topic

http://www.wildfrench.co.uk/GCSEPapers/paperslist.htm
Edexcel French GCSE Past Papers
(the topics are very similar to AQA)

http://www.tv5.org/index.php
Watch French TV

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
French: grammar, topics and vocabulary practice
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Reading Exam

Foundation Paper (45 mins), Higher Paper (1hr) both 60 marks.

Section A – Questions and answers in English.

Section B – Questions and answers in French.

Section C – Translation into English

• Foundation – about 35 words.

• Higher – about 50 words.

General tips for the reading exam
Learn vocabulary – you have been given in vocabulary 
booklets, as well as links to Memrise and Quizlet which you 
should use to help you learn this vocabulary. There is also 
vocabulary at the back of the chapters in your AQA 
textbook.
•Do the reading exam practice papers thoroughly, as you 
have been shown in class.
•Read the questions carefully. This will give you a general 
idea of what the passage is all about.
•Look out for key words. Don’t worry if you don’t 
understand every word.
•Don’t panic if you can’t find the answer straight away. Re-
read the passage and have a guess. Answer every question. 
The next question may be easier.

Writing Exam

Foundation Paper: 50 marks, 1hr

Question 1: 8 marks, write short sentences on a topic.

Question 2: 10 marks, write about 40 words on a topic.

Question 3: 10 marks, translate about 35 words into French.

Question 4: 16 marks, write about 90 words on a topic – there 

will be bullet points in French so you know what to include.

Higher Paper: 60 marks, 1hr 15 mins

Question 1: exactly the same as Q4 on the Foundation Paper.

Question 2: 32 marks, write about 150 words on a topic.  You 

won’t be guided on what to include.

Question 3: translate abut 50 words into French.

Tips for revision

Try writing your own texts in the style of the exam questions 
using the topics you’ve covered in class.  Think about how to 
use different tenses, opinions, time expressions etc. to show 
off what you can do.
Try to show off different structures in each question.

Listening Exam

Foundation Paper:

40 marks, 30 mins + 5 mins reading time.

Higher Paper:

50 marks.  40 mins + 5 mins reading time.

General tips for the listening exam
•Learn vocabulary – you have been given vocabulary booklets, as 
well as links to Memrise which you should use to help you learn 
this vocabulary. There is also vocabulary at the back of the 
AQA book.
Do the listening exercises in the AQA past papers bundle or 
listen to French radio and music to develop your listening skills.
•Read the questions before the recording starts. Don’t waste 
the 5 minutes at the start. Write down any words you may need 
to listen out for.
•Look out for key words. Don’t worry if you don’t understand 
every word.

Speaking Exam – this will happen in April/May

Foundation: 60 marks.  7-9 mins exam, 10-12 mins prep time.

Higher:      60 marks. 10-12 mins exam, 10-12 mins prep time.

Role Play – 15 marks

• You will have a conversation based on what the card tells you.

Photo Card – 15 marks

• You will describe the picture, then answer 5 questions.

General Conversation – 30 marks

• 2 conversations.  You will choose one topic, the other is chosen 
for you.

Tips for revision

• Practise vocab on Memrise

• Make up some roleplays based on each topic

• Practise describing pictures in French and imagine what 
questions you could be asked on different pictures.

There are 4 separate exams – one for each skill.  Each exam is worth 25% of your overall grade.

There are 2 tiers – Foundation and Higher.  You must do the same tier for each exam.

You will not be allowed a dictionary for any part of the exam.

Revising for GCSE French
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