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Dear Parents 

 

Overview 
This last term has been a particularly full and rich one in the life of the school. The examination season passed 

smoothly and students were well prepared for their examinations which they took very seriously. Subsequently there 
have been many important events including the Year 11 Prom; our Steel Pan ensemble performing at De Montfort 
Hall and Young Voice’s singing at St Theresa’s Birstall. We also held Numeracy week; Debating competitions; Reading 

Rampage; visits to Warwick Castle; Harry Potter World, Go Ape, National Gallery London and to a local Hindu 
Temple. Duke of Edinburgh expeditions were held last weekend and this week students went on a pilgrimage to 
Walsingham. Congratulations to all involved in the Area Athletics – which we won for the third successive year. 

Last week we had the Annual Awards Presentation Evening and the Awards assemblies for each year group took place 
this week together with the Art, Photography and Homework exhibition. 

All of this has culminated in our very beautiful end of year Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated by Fr Simon Robson OP and 

newly ordained Fr Liam Carpenter, a former student of English Martyrs. Mass for the whole school was celebrated for 

the first time in the Sports Hall.  

At the end of the year we must offer our appreciation to all who have worked at the school this year, the teachers and 

teaching assistants, those who work in the offices, in the catering team, the technicians, the library staff, the pastoral 
team and the Chaplain, the cleaning team and the premises officers.   

Valediction 
This summer we bid a fond farewell to a number of teachers and support staff who are leaving us to take up 

appointments and promotions elsewhere. We offer grateful thanks for their work firstly to Mrs Conaghan who 
becomes the Principal of St Paul’s in August and also Mr R Aiken, Mr R Handley, Mr V Patel, Mr S Dickens, Mrs P Patel 
and Miss K Thorley and Teaching Assistants Mrs D Bradshaw, Mrs S Benmessahel, Mr K Jennings, Mr D Leung and 

Science Technician Mr I Saunders. We thank them for their work, and wish them well. 
 
We also thank Mr B Parmar who is stepping down as Head of Mathematics, and Mr P Boston as Head of Science. Both 

colleagues will continue to teach with us next year and we hope that they will enjoy life without so much admin. We 
thank them both for their leadership over the years.  Mrs Biddles steps down as Head of PE as she is Head of Year 7 
next term, we thank her very much for her leadership of the PE Department. 

  
Retirements  

Mr and Mrs Simeone are retiring this year.  We wish them both every blessing for future endeavours and offer our 

great gratitude and thanks for their tremendous service to the school. 
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A year of sporting success 
Well done to all students who have represented the school during this last academic year, I have been thoroughly 

impressed by their dedication, sporting etiquette and ability. We have found success in boys and girls Football, Rugby, 
Badminton, Table tennis, Netball, Cricket and finished the year by winning the area Athletics Championships!  
  

Sports Day 
Last Friday we held an excellent Sports Day at the Saffron Lane Track. It was a day of many fine individual 
performances.  

 
New school records were set by Stephen Darko, 7 Alban Roe in 200 metres: 26.09 secs; Gerard Pami, 8 Clitheroe, 
High Jump, 1.48m and Ketshia Makita, 9 More, 100 metres: 12.34 secs. In addition Ketshia set a new record in Long 

Jump with a distance of 5.06m. 
 
Congratulations to St John Fisher House who were the overall winners of Sport Day with 403 points. The Sports Day 

trophy was presented to Head of House – Mrs Aujla at the end of our Thanksgiving Mass today. 
 
Enterprise Day  
Last week Year 10 organised an absolutely brilliant Enterprise Day and have raised £2,140 for charity. Thanks and 

congratulations go to them. 
Attendance 
Once again we have had a year of extremely high attendance, finishing the year with an average of 96.4%, one of the 

highest figures nationally for secondary schools. I would like to thank parents and carers for your support of our 
young people to achieve this and thus to gain everything they can from our curriculum at the school.  
 
Jubilee Mass – Fr Martin Hardy  

On Saturday 20th July, Fr Martin Hardy celebrates the 25th Anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. Fr Martin 
was ordained in a church called Our Lady and the English Martyrs and he is celebrating his Jubilee Mass in our 
Auditorium. Everyone is welcome, Mass will be at 12 noon, doors open from 11.00am.   

 
Uniform 
Please ensure that when purchasing new uniform and Sixth Form dress code, all items comply with school regulations. 

There will be uniform checks in the new term – please do not place yourself or your child in a difficult position. Please 
be reminded particularly about the school advice on trousers, shoes and bags. Please also note that piercings are not 
permitted. Uniform regulations are found on our website or in your child’s planner. 

 
Trainers – Please note that school shoes should be formal black school shoes. They must be durable and protect the 
feet from potential accidents in classrooms, design and technology activities and around the school, Fashion items and 

training shoe or shoes which look like trainers are not appropriate school wear. Canvas shoes and boots are not 
permitted. Shoes should not have any logos. Examples of appropriate footwear are displayed on the school 
website. Please check with your child’s Head of Year if in doubt prior to purchase. 

 

School website 

Please accept my apologies that the School Website has not been very reliable in recent weeks. We have now launched 

a new school website which will be fully operational by the start of the new term. The website address remains 

unchanged www.englishmartyrs.org  

 

Anstey Lane closure – southbound towards the City 

Severn Trent Water will begin work on 15th July on Anstey Lane.  A diversion will be in place and vehicles will only be 

able to travel north on Anstey Lane away from the city. Any vehicle travelling southbound towards the city from the 

Krefeld Way roundabout will have to follow a diversion around the lane closure. The diversion will be signposted and 

will use Glenfrith Way, Groby Road and gain access via Blackbird Road.  
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Bank Holiday – May 2020 

A reminder - the government has moved the early May Bank Holiday from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 2020, 

in order to coincide with the weekend celebrations for the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. Our 
school holiday dates are changed accordingly and Monday 4th May will be a normal school day. 
 

Free Summer Holiday Activities 2019 
Over the summer holiday, the council are running a variety of free activities for children and young people and their 
families to enjoy. For more information http://families.leicester.gov.uk/summerfun  

 
Parent Information Meetings 
The following meetings will be held to explain the structure of the year and the changes to our Homework Policy. 

Please make every effort to attend: 
 
Year 7 Welcome and Information Evening – Tuesday 3rd September 2019 5.00 – 6.00pm 

Year 8 Information Evening – 8X (Alban, Campion, Clitheroe and Fisher) Wednesday 4th September 2019 5.00 - 
6.00pm 
Year 8 Information Evening – 8Y (Line, More, Sherwin and Ward) Thursday 5th September 2019 5.00 – 6.00pm 

Year 9 Information Evening – Tuesday 10th September 2019 5.00 – 6.00pm 
Year 10 Information Evening – Wednesday 11th September 2019 5.00 – 6.00pm 
Year 11 Information Evening – Tuesday 17th September 2019 5.00 – 6.00pm 

Year 12 Information Evening – Thursday 12th September 2019 5.00 – 6.00pm 
 

Start of term 

Term starts Thursday 29th August at 8.25am for students, Years 7 – 11. 

 

Year 13 begins with an organisation and induction meeting on Thursday 29th August at 1.00pm. 
Class begins Friday 30th August at 8.25am. Full Dress Code must be worn from Thursday 29th August. 

 
Year 12 begins with an organisation and induction meeting on Friday 30th August at 12.30pm.  
Class begins on 8.25am on Monday 2nd September 2019. Full Dress Code must be worn from Friday 30th  

August. 
 
Results 

A Level results will be available to collect on Thursday 15th August 2019 at 9.00am. 
AS Level results will be available to collect on Thursday 15th August 2019 at 10.00am. 
GCSE results will be available to collect on Thursday 22nd August 2019 at 9.00am.  

 
Interviews for Sixth Form will be held on Thursday 22nd August throughout the day. Students from other schools who 
wish to apply for a place should come from 1.00pm.  

 
May I wish all of our students and their families every good wish for the summer holiday. 
 

Yours sincerely  

 
Marius Carney 

Principal 
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